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10
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Funding opportunity number:

BIA-IBIP-OIED-2026

Cost sharing or matching requirement:

Yes

Funding instrument type:

Grant

Opportunity Category:

Discretionary

Opportunity Category Explanation:

--

Category of Funding Activity:

Community development

Category Explanation:

--

History

Version:

1

Posted date:

June 9, 2026

Archive date:

Award Minimum

$400,000

Award Maximum
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July 25, 2026

Agency: Bureau of Indian Affairs

Assistance Listings: 15.032 -- Indian Economic Development

Last Updated: June 9, 2026 View version history on Grants.gov

Description Jump to all documents

On October 20, 2020, Congress enacted the Native American Business Incubators Program Act,
Pub. L. 116-174, codified at 25 U.S.C. 5801 et seq. In the Act, Congress established the Native
American Business Incubators Program and required the Secretary of the Interior to promulgate
regulations to implement the program. See 25 U.S.C. 5804.The U.S. Department of the Interior
(DOI), Office of the Assistant Secretary–Indian Affairs, through the Office of Indian Economic
Development (OIED), solicits proposals from eligible entities (see Eligibility Section) for grant
funding from established Business Incubators...
to serve Native entrepreneurs with start-up, early-stage, and established businesses who will
provide products or services to Tribal reservation communities. For the purposes of this NOFO, an
established incubator is defined as an operational entity currently providing structured incubation
services and is able to demonstrate prior performance. The Indian Business Incubator will provide
entrepreneurship and business skills training and education to Native businesses and Native
entrepreneurs and deliver a range of business services such as mentorships, networking,
technical assistance, and access to investors. Further, Indian Business Incubators will promote
collaboration, address challenges, and provide individually tailored services to overcome the
obstacles that are unique to each participating business.The OIED will administer this grant
program through the Division of Economic Development (DED) funded under a non-recurring
appropriation budget. Congress appropriates funds on a year-to-year basis. While IBIP projects
may extend over several years, funding for successive years beyond the original period of
performance depends on each fiscal year's congressional appropriations, and at the discretion of
the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary).The awards are for a project period of 36 months
(§1187.40), with an option for an additional 36 months (§1187.41). The initial grant award will be for
a 12-month budget period. The award continuation beyond each 12-month budget period is subject
to the availability of funds, satisfactory progress on the part of each recipient, and a determination
that continued funding would be in the best interest of the Federal government. Neither the
Department of the Interior (DOI) nor Indian Affairs will be held responsible for proposal or
application preparation costs. Publication of this solicitation does not obligate DOI or Indian
Affairs to award any specific grant or to obligate all or any part of available funds.
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Hide full description

Eligibility
Eligible applicants

Education

Public and state institutions of higher education

Government

Federally recognized Native American tribal governments

Nonprofit

Nonprofits non-higher education with 501(c)(3)

Other Native American tribal organizations

Nonprofits non-higher education without 501(c)(3)

Additional information

The Secretary, through the OIED, will solicit proposals for an IBIP grant from eligible entities that
are able to provide the physical workspace, equipment, and connectivity necessary for Native
businesses and Native entrepreneurs to collaborate and conduct business on a local, regional,
national, and international level:The following are eligible entities (§1187.3):An Indian Tribe;Indian
Tribes and Tribal Organizations, as defined in Section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA) (25 U.S.C. 5304), including Tribal Consortia. Indian Tribes are
referred to using the term "Tribe" throughout this notice. While Tribes or Tribal Organizations may
apply for IBIP grants, grantees may select or retain for-profit or non-profit Tribal Organizations to
perform a grant's scope of work to receive IBIP grants.Tribal College or University that will have
been operational for not less than one year before receiving a grant under the IBIP;Qualifies for
funding under the Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities Assistance Act of 1978 (25 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.) and implementing regulations at 25 CFR part 41, or the Diné College (Navajo
Community College Act) (25 U.S.C. 640a note); orIs cited in section 532 of the Equity in
Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note).An Institution of Higher Education
that will have been operational for not less than one year before receiving a grant under the
IBIP:Admits as regular students only persons having a certificate of graduation from a school
providing secondary education, or the recognized equivalent of such a certificate, or persons who
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meet the requirements of 20 U.S.C. 1091(d);Is legally authorized within such State to provide a
program of education beyond secondary education;Provides an educational program for which the
institution awards a bachelor's degree or provides not less than a two-year program that is
acceptable for full credit toward such a degree, or awards a degree that is acceptable for
admission to a graduate or professional degree program, subject to review and approval by the
Secretary;Is a public or other nonprofit institution; andIs accredited by a nationally recognized
accrediting agency or association, or if not so accredited, is an institution that has been granted
pre-accreditation status by such an agency or association that has been recognized by the
Secretary for the granting of pre-accreditation status, and the Secretary has determined that
there is satisfactory assurance that the institution will meet the accreditation standards of such
an agency or association within a reasonable time.A Tribe or private nonprofit organization that
provides business and financial technical assistance and;Is a Tribe or Tribal Organizations, as
defined in Section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA) (25
U.S.C. 5304), including Tribal Consortia;Will have been operational for not less than one year
before receiving a grant under the IBIP; andCommits to serving one or more reservation
communities. Two or more eligible entities may submit a Joint Application, but:All joint entities
must submit certifications they are eligible as they combine resources and expertise at a physical
location dedicated to assisting Native businesses and Native entrepreneurs under the IBIP,
demonstrating that together they meet the requirements of §1187.13; andThe application must
indicate which eligible entity will be the lead contact for the purposes of grant management.

Grantor contact information
Description

Jo Metcalfe jo.metcalfe@bia.gov

Email

Professional

jo.metcalfe@bia.gov

Documents Download all
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