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BASIC INFORMATION

The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), Bureau
of Justice Assistance (BJA) is accepting applications for funding in response to
this notice of funding opportunity (NOFO).

OJP is committed to advancing work that promotes civil rights, increases access
to justice, supports crime victims and individuals impacted by the justice system, strengthens
community safety, protects the public from crime and evolving threats, and builds trust between
law enforcement and the community. OJP’s grant programs further DOJ’s mission to uphold the
rule of law, to keep our country safe, and to protect civil rights.

Agency Name U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
Bureau of Justice Assistance

NOFO Title BJA FY25 Adult Treatment Court Program

Announcement Type Initial

Funding Opportunity Number | O-BJA-2025-172333

Assistance Listing Number 16.585

Executive Summary

The Adult Treatment Court Program seeks to assist states, state courts, local courts, units of
local government, and federally recognized Indian tribal governments to plan, implement, and
enhance the operations of adult treatment courts including management and service
coordination for treatment court participants, fidelity to the adult treatment court model, and
recovery support services. BJA provides financial and technical assistance to the field to support
these goals.

Adult treatment courts integrate evidence-based substance use disorder treatment, mandatory
drug testing, incentives and sanctions, and transitional services in judicially supervised criminal
court settings that have jurisdiction over persons with substance use disorder treatment needs
to reduce recidivism, increase access to treatment and recovery support, and prevent overdose.
Please see the Eligible Applicants section for the eligibility criteria.

e C-BJA-2025-00020-PROD Category 1: Planning and Implementation
o C-BJA-2025-00021-PROD Category 2: Enhancement
o C-BJA-2025-00022-PROD Category 3: Statewide

Key Dates
Funding Opportunity Release Date January 14, 2025
Pre-Application Webinar Thursday, February 27, 2025
SAM.gov Registration/Renewal Recommend beginning process by March 7,

2025, and no later than March 24, 2025

Step 1: Grants.gov Application Deadline | 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on April 7, 2025
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Step 2: JustGrants Application Deadline | 8:59 p.m. Eastern Time on April 14, 2025

Award Notification Date Generally by September 30, 2025

Funding Details
Total Amount to Be Awarded Under This Funding Opportunity: $37,750,000
Anticipated Period of Performance Start Date: October 1, 2025
Anticipated Period of Performance Duration: 48 months
e Category 1: Planning and Implementation

o Anticipated Number of Awards: 5
o Anticipated Award Ceiling: $950,000

e Category 2: Enhancement

o Anticipated Number of Awards: 28
o Anticipated Award Ceiling: $1,000,000

o Category 3: Statewide

o Anticipated Number of Awards: 2
o Anticipated Award Ceiling: $2,500,000

Note: Applicants may propose a budget that is less than the anticipated award ceiling
amount. The budget should be reasonable to conduct the proposed project and be
within the applicant’s capacity to manage.

Availability of Funds

This funding opportunity, and awards under this funding opportunity, are subject to the
availability of funding and any changes or additional requirements that may be imposed by the
agency or by law. In addition, nothing in this NOFO is intended to, and does not, create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the
United States or its departments, agencies, entities, officers, employees, agents, or any other
person.

Statutory Authority

Pub. L. No. 90-351, Title |, Part EE (codified at 34 U.S.C. 10611-10619); Additional authority for
any awards under this NOFO would be made under statutory authority provided by a full-year
appropriations act for FY 2025. As of the writing of this NOFO, the Department of Justice is
operating under a short-term "Continuing Resolution;" no full-year appropriation for the
Department has been enacted for FY 2025.
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Agency Contact Information

For assistance with the requirements of this funding opportunity:

OJP Response Center

Phone: 800-851-3420 or 301-240-6310 (TTY for hearing-impaired callers
only)

Email: grants@ncjrs.gov

Hours of operation: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time (ET) Monday—
Friday and 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET on the funding opportunity closing
date.

For assistance with SAM.gov (registration/renewal):

SAM.gov Help Desk

Phone: 866-606-8220

Web: SAM.gov Help Desk (Federal Service Desk)
Hours of operation: 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET Monday—FridayFor assistance with
Grants.gov (registration, submission of the Application for Federal Assistance SF-
424).

Grants.gov Customer Support Hotline

Phone: 800-518-4726, 606-545-5035

Email: support@grants.gov

Web: Grants.gov Customer Support

Hours of operation: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, except on federal
holidays

For assistance with JustGrants (registration, submission of full application):
JustGrants Service Desk
Phone: 833-872-5175
Email: JustGrants.Support@usdoj.gov
Hours of operation: 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET Monday—Friday and 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. ET on Saturday, Sunday, and federal holidays.

For procedures related to unforeseen technical issues beyond the control of the
applicant that impact submission by the deadlines, see Experiencing Technical
Issues Preventing Submission of an Application (Technical Waivers).
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Resources for Applying

Pre-Application Webinar: A webinar on this NOFO will be held on Thursday, February 27,
2025, at 1:00 p.m. ET. Preregistration is required for all participants. Register by visiting the
Zoom registration link. Submit any questions in advance to Daryl D. Jackson at
Daryl.Jackson@usdoj.org no later than Thursday, February 20, 2025. Submit questions with the
subject “Questions for Adult Treatment Court NOFO Webinar.” The session will be recorded and
available on BJA's Funding Webinars webpage.

OJP Grant Application Resource Guide: Referred to as the Application Resource Guide
throughout the NOFO, this resource provides guidance to help applicants for OJP funding
prepare and submit their applications.

JustGrants Application Submission Training Webpage: Offers helpful information and
resources on the grant application process.

Note: If this NOFO requires something different from any guidance provided in the Application
Resource Guide, the difference will be noted in this NOFO and the applicant should follow the
guidance in this NOFO.
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ELIGIBILITY

Eligible Applicants
The types of entities that are eligible to apply for this funding opportunity are
listed below:

For Category 1: Planning and Implementation and Category 2: Enhancement, the following
entities are eligible to apply:

e Government Entities
State governments
County governments
City or township governments
Special district governments and other units of local government, such as towns,
boroughs, parishes, villages, or other general purpose political subdivisions of a
state
o Native American Tribal governments (federally recognized)
e Public Housing Organizations
o Public housing authorities
o Indian housing authorities
¢ Nonprofit Organizations
o Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
o Nonprofits that do not have a 501(c)(3) status with the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS)
e Other: Public or private entities acting on behalf of a single treatment court through
agreement, such as a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), with state, city, township,
county, or tribal governments.

O O O O

For Category 3: Statewide, the following entities are eligible to apply:

e Other: State agencies such as the state administering agency, the administrative office
of the courts, and the state substance abuse agency.

e Other: State criminal justice agencies and other state agencies involved with the
provision of substance use and/or mental health services, or related services

“Other” Entities Definition:

State Government Entities: For the purposes of this NOFO, “state” means any state of the
United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Other Units of Local Government: For the purposes of this notice of funding opportunity, other
units of local government include towns, boroughs, parishes, villages, or other general purpose
political subdivisions of a state.

Additional Applicant Eligibility Factors
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For Categories 1 and 2, applicants must demonstrate that they have the authority to operate the
treatment court(s) to be funded under this award, consistent with this NOFO and the project
narrative. This should include documentation in the program narrative that they have the
authority and have coordinated with other key partners as noted. For entities that do not have
authority directly, but rather are acting on behalf of a single treatment court through an
agreement, the application should clearly document how the proposed activities will support the
goals and activities of the application and treatment court, and that they have the support for
this application from the entity who does have that authority, and they articulate this role in
mandatory letters of support and a memorandum of understanding that defines roles and
responsibilities for this project or a larger collaboration with key partners. The applicant must
include the required executed signed fiscal agent memorandum of understanding (MOU) in
JustGrants or may be found not eligible and eliminated from consideration.

Limit on Number of Applications

An applicant may submit more than one application if each application proposes a different
project in response to the NOFO. Also, an entity may be proposed as a subrecipient in more
than one application.

Applications under which two or more entities (project partners) would carry out the federal
award will be considered. However, only one entity may be the applicant for the NOFO; any
others must be proposed as subrecipients. See the Application Resource Guide for additional
information on subawards.

Cost Sharing/Match Requirement
For this opportunity, match is required.

Please see Program Description: Cost Sharing/Match Requirement for details on the match
calculation and what types of contributions are acceptable.
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‘5 General Purpose of the Funding

The purpose of the Adult Treatment Court (ATC) Program is to prevent overdose

and reduce the use of opioids, stimulants, and other substances by people

involved in the criminal justice system. An ATC is an evidence-based model
based on key components and best practices, which are described below. ATCs effectively
integrate evidence-based substance use disorder treatment, mandatory drug testing, incentives
and sanctions, and transitional services in judicially supervised criminal court settings that have
jurisdiction over persons with substance use disorder treatment needs to reduce recidivism,
increase access to treatment and recovery support, and prevent overdose.

Recognizing the significant increase in overdose deaths and their public health impact, BJA also
encourages applicants to focus on preventing overdose and overdose deaths. In the proposal
narrative, the applicant is required to describe a plan to provide access to FDA-approved
medications to treat substance use disorder (sometimes referred to as medication-assisted
treatment (MAT)) in serving individuals with substance use disorders (SUDs), consistent with
the requirements outlined below.

With this NOFO, BJA seeks to assist states, state courts, local courts, units of local government,
and federally recognized Indian tribal governments in their efforts to plan, implement, and
enhance the operations of adult treatment court programs. BJA supports this work with financial
and technical assistance.

Eligible Adult Treatment Court Types

ATCs, driving while intoxicated (DWI)/driving under the influence (DUI) courts, co-occurring
courts (participants diagnosed with both substance use and mental health disorders), and tribal
healing to wellness courts (THWCs) are eligible. Applicants should refer to their relevant local
statutes for definitions of the legal age of an “adult.” In addition, the proposed program design
must function in accordance with the requirements of the court model’s key components design,
where relevant.

Applicants seeking funding for Veterans Treatment Courts (VTCs) should apply under the VTC
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). For more information, please visit the Veterans
Treatment Court Program website.

Key Components

BJA provides applicants the flexibility to identify the most appropriate court type on which to
base their treatment court to accommodate the needs and available resources of their
jurisdiction, so long as the chosen type conforms to All Rise (formally known as the National
Association of Drug Court Professionals) key components for drug courts. These components
are described in the BJA and All Rise publication, Defining Drug Courts: The Key Components.

THWCs are described in the OJP publication, Tribal Healing to Wellness Courts: The Key
Components.

DWI courts are described in the National Center for DWI Courts publication, The Ten Guiding
Principles of DWI Courts.
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Best Practice Standards

All Rise has identified 10 best practice standards for ATCs, which represent the most current
evidence-based principles and practices. BJA strongly encourages applicants—particularly
those proposing to enhance existing treatment courts—to design their proposed programs with
the intention of moving toward fully incorporating these standards. For more information on the
Best Practice Standards, 2nd ed., visit Adult Treatment Court Best Practice Standards - All Rise.
These standards represent a cumulative body of the most current evidence-based practices
available to treatment courts.

Key activities in the treatment court model include:

¢ Increasing the number of potential participants screened (i.e., determine program
eligibility) and assessed (i.e., identify criminogenic risk, substance use disorder, or
mental health conditions).

e Reducing barriers for people involved in the criminal justice system with substance
use disorders and mental health needs by increasing access to community-based
treatment and recovery support services including peer recovery, transportation,
supported employment and housing.

e Enhancing strategies to assess and increase inclusion for admission, services, and
successful completions in adult treatment courts to include addressing stigma.

e Increasing capacity for treatment courts to consistently collect and report data to
enhance knowledge and ensure fidelity to the model.

¢ Provide or develop the opportunity to access all FDA-approved medications to treat
substance use disorders.

¢ Increase graduation rates for all treatment court participants actively participating in
the grant-funded program.

e Reduce recidivism among active program participants.

e Provide judicial oversight, community supervision, mandatory drug testing,
substance use, and mental health disorder treatment.

o Build strategies to enhance peer recovery programs and support systems to
enhance recovery and build a workforce of treatment court graduates to support this
work.

o Ensure the use of evidence-based practices and principles that incorporate the Best
Practice Standards and other relevant research.

Ensure that all people eligible for the treatment court program have equivalent

access as measured by the collection and examination of program data, and by

providing interventions that are effective with those they serve.
*Note: The applicant must demonstrate that eligible participants promptly enter the treatment
court program following a determination of their eligibility. BJA will not fund award applications
for treatment courts that require an initial period of incarceration unless the period of
incarceration is mandated by statute for the offense in question. In such instances, the applicant
must demonstrate that the person receives evidence-based withdrawal and treatment services,
if available, while incarcerated and will begin treatment services immediately, consistent with
guidance reflected in the BJA and National Institute of Corrections (NIC) Guidelines for
Managing Substance Withdrawal in Jails.

National Treatment Court Resource Center (NTCRC)
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The National Treatment Court Resource Center (NTCRC) is a BJA-funded resource for the
treatment court field that serves as a clearinghouse for treatment court training, technical
assistance, publications, funding resources, and other practitioner-specific resources. Applicants
are encouraged to visit NTCRC's solicitations website for useful information regarding this
NOFO. In addition, BJA may require grantees to participate in the Painting the Current Picture
Survey: A National Report on Treatment Courts in the United States in accordance with the
following conditions of the award, “the recipient agrees to cooperate with any assessments,
national evaluation efforts, or information or data collection requests, including, but not limited
to, the provision of any information required for the assessment or evaluation of any activities
within this project.”

Violent Offender Prohibition

Under the Adult Treatment Court Discretionary Grant Program authorization, BJA funds may not
be used to serve persons who are “violent offenders." This prohibition applies to programs or
activities funded by the BJA award, including match funds contributed by the grantee.

A person who is presently charged with an offense as described in 34 U.S.C. § 10613(a)(1)
would be ineligible to participate.

Disqualifying convictions are only those convictions indicated in 34 U.S.C. §10613(a)(1) that
occur after the initiation of proceedings that led to the person’s consideration for participation in
the drug court program, whereas 34 U.S.C. § 10613(a)(2) only speaks to those convictions that
occurred prior to the initiation of those proceedings.

34 U.S.C. § 10613 Definition

(a) In general

Except as provided in subsection (b), in this subchapter, the term “violent
offender” means a person who—

(1) is charged with or convicted of an offense that is punishable by a term of
imprisonment exceeding one year, during the course of which offense or
conduct—
(A) the person carried, possessed, or used a firearm or dangerous
weapon;
(B) there occurred the death of or serious bodily injury to any person; or
(C) there occurred the use of force against the person of another, without
regard to whether any of the circumstances described in subparagraph
(A) or (B) is an element of the offense or conduct of which or for which the
person is charged or convicted; or
(2) has 1 or more prior convictions for a felony crime of violence involving the use
or attempted use of force against a person with the intent to cause death or
serious bodily harm.

Note: Not included in the “violent offender” definition are charges that are dropped or reduced

to a nonviolent offense or charged prior to a person’s participation in the program, or
convictions punishable by less than one year of incarceration. Answers to questions about the
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“violent offender” prohibition can be found in the Frequently Asked Questions on BJA’s funding
website.

Note: Grantees may use, and are encouraged to use, other funds for their treatment court
programs and serve these participants using those other funds. Grantees must be able to track
these expenditures to ensure the separation of funds. Documentation must be maintained to
show to an auditor if necessary.

Note: Applicants may qualify for funding under the Byrne State Crisis Intervention Program
(Byrne SCIP), which provides formula funds to implement state crisis intervention court
proceedings and related programs or initiatives, including, but not limited to, extreme risk
protection order programs that work to keep guns out of the hands of those who pose a threat to
themselves or others, mental health courts, treatment courts, and veterans treatment courts.

Controlled Substance Act

Award recipients are prohibited from using federal funds to support programs or activities that
violate the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. § 801, et seq., regardless of local or state
practices or laws. Programs or activities funded under a BJA ATC award must ensure that
participants are periodically tested for the use of controlled substances, including medical
marijuana.

Note: Applicants may request funds to support a veterans treatment court (VTC) docket and
veteran-related services in all three categories of this ATC NOFO; however, funding to
specifically plan, implement, and enhance a VTC is available under the BJA Veterans
Treatment Court Program.

Applicants should refer to the Application Contents, Submission Requirements, and Deadlines:
Budget Detail Form for information on allowable and unallowable costs that may inform the
development of their project design.

Program Goals and Objectives

The purpose of this program is to provide adult treatment courts, their partners, and criminal
justice professionals with the resources needed to plan, implement, enhance, and sustain
evidence-based treatment court programs for individuals with substance use disorders who are
involved in the criminal justice system. BJA seeks to support adult treatment court programs in
reducing recidivism, increasing access to treatment, recovery support services, and preventing
overdose.

Goal 1: Help individuals in the adult treatment court program with substance use, mental health,
and co-occurring disorders to gain access to treatment and recovery support services.

Objective 1: Increase the number of potential participants screened (i.e., determine
eligibility), assessed (i.e., identify criminogenic risk, substance use disorder, or mental health
conditions), and referred for treatment courts and services.

Objective 2: Administer mandatory and random drug and alcohol testing of program
participants to help monitor substance use and treatment progress.
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Objective 3: Increase access to and recruitment and retention in effective treatment for
substance use disorders and offer recovery support services.

Goal 2: Reduce recidivism and improve adult treatment court success rates.

Objective 1: Increase the number of individuals who successfully complete the treatment
court program by expanding evidenced-based treatment programs, incorporating
supervision, drug testing, and program sanctions and incentives.

Objective 2: Reduce the current recidivism rate among program participants actively
participating in the grant program.

Goal 3: To ensure nonbiased, equitable access and services for all sociodemographic and
sociocultural groups (eligibility criteria) seeking to gain access into the adult treatment court
program.

Objective 1: Collect and track data for individuals who qualify and disqualify for the adult
treatment court program.

Objective 2: Provide support and/or develop the capacity to access substance use, mental
health, co-occurring disorder treatment, and all three forms of FDA-approved medications to
treat opioid use disorders.

Objective 3: To increase support services for participants actively participating in the grant
program.

How Awards Will Contribute to Program Goals/Objectives

The Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) Adult Treatment Court Program is a grant program that
assists state, local, and tribal governments to implement and improve adult treatment court
operations. The program supports a variety of treatment court models. To achieve the goals and
objectives of this funding opportunity, OJP has identified expected activities that must be
conducted by a recipient.

Activities:
The selected provider will conduct the following activities in support of the program goals and
objectives.

Category 1: Plan and implement a new ATC program that adheres to the requirements of this
NOFO, including All Rise Adult Treatment Court Best Practice Standards, and is consistent with
key components for treatment courts, increasing identification of those in need and connecting
to evidence based services and supports.

Category 2: Enhance and/or expand the operations of the ATC, consistent with the
requirements of this funding opportunity, including All Rise Adult Treatment Court Best Practice
Standards, and with key components for treatment courts, increasing identification of those in
need and connecting to evidence based services and supports.

Category 3: Enhance and/or expand the state’s capacity to coordinate activities and increase
services that support the needs of ATCs in the state, consistent with the requirements of this
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NOFO, including All Rise Adult Treatment Court Best Practice Standards, with key components
for treatment courts and with the goals of enhancing ability to track treatment courts using data,
and audit and enhance practice and to build capacity with training.

In the proposal narrative, BJA requires the applicant to describe a plan to collect and examine
data on their jurisdiction’s access to and retention of treatment court participants to identify and
eliminate disparities that exist for race, color, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender,
gender identity, or disability in admission protocols or elsewhere in the ATC program. The plan
may include use of the All Rise and National Center for State Courts (NCSC) Equity and
Inclusion Assessment Tool (https://allrise.org/publications/equity-and-inclusion-assessment-
tool/).

U.S. Food and Drug Approved Medication

The use of U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved medications to treat substance
use disorders, in combination with counseling and behavioral therapies, is an effective,
evidence-based treatment for substance use disorders, including opioid use disorder (OUD).
When ATC participants are diagnosed with a SUD, BJA requires grantees, where possible, to
make all three forms of FDA-approved m